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Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students completing the 
Sociology Program will be 
able to use a demographic 
tool(s) to study population 
growth. 

1a. At least 705 of students will successfully use “Demographic 
Now or Mapitude Software” to prepare growth projection charts 
for Fort Valley and Peach County. 
 
1b. At least 70% of students will indicate on the Graduating 
Senior Survey that they have acquired the skills necessary to use 
demographic tools effectively. 

1a. 75% of students reached the defined criteria.  
However, most students appeared to have problems 
using pre-defined research methodology. 
 
 
1b. 100% of students agreed/strongly agreed that they 
had the ability to use demographic tools effectively. 

1a. To improve performance, low performing 
students were required to enroll in research 
methodology skills enhancement workshop. 
 
 
1b. Although all student indicated that they had 
the ability to conduct basic demographic 
research, the results showed that 16% did not 
pass this skill.  To improve performance, we 
have developed a program of individual tutorial 
and remedial sessions for low students 
performing. 

2. Students will exhibit an 
understanding of cultural 
differences between 
different races of people 
found in Georgia and the 
southern United States. 

2a. At 65% of students will successfully prepare a research project 
that compares and contrast two or more ethnic groups in Georgia 
or the S.E. United States.  The paper must include (a) information 
about religion; (b) major cultural similarities; (c) cultural 
differences; (d) role of women; (e) child bearing; (f) 
family/extended family roles.  This will be graded by outside 
experts from the Department of Social Services and from Macon 
State College. 
 
 
2b. At least 70% of students will indicate on the Graduating 
Senior Survey, that they have an understanding of one’s own 
culture as compared to other cultures in the world. 

2a. 50% of students (2 out of 4) passed this criterion.  
However, many of the students had problems 
expressing difference between people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. Results of the survey revealed that 100% of 
students agreed/strongly agreed that they understood 
cultural differences found between traditional 
populations of Central Georgia. 

2a. To improve the performance of low 
performing students, all low performing 
students are required to retake the Senior 
Seminar class.  In addition, the department has 
implemented a research skills and seminar thesis 
preparation skills workshop.  All students 
nearing completion of the program are now 
required to attend at least six hours of workshop 
seminar before starting thesis. 
 
2b. Although all students indicated that they 
have the requested skills, the results of the 
student project revealed that many students still 
have not mastered this skill.  As a result the 
department requires all low performing students 
to retake the senior project.  The department 
also established a skills development workshop. 

3. Students will demonstrate 
the ability to write 
effectively. 

3a. At least 80% of students will prepare a senior project that is 
free of grammatical, 
 
 
 
3b. 80% of students completing the senior seminar will 
agree/strongly agree that they have the ability to write efficiently.  

3a. Three students 75% completed papers that were 
free of errors. 
 
 
 
3b. 100% of students indicated that they have the 
requisite skills. 

3a. To improve performance all students who 
failed this assessment were forced to retake the 
senior class.  Students also were required to 
attend skills development workshops. 
 
3b. See 3a. For changes implemented. 
 

Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have 
undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by 
the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective 
of over 110 years of experience and tradition. . . 

Program Mission:  The Sociology program is committed to producing students who are knowledgeable in the scientific study of social life, social change, and the causes and consequences of human behavior.   


