
Academic Assessment Sheet: Psychology     Degree level: Baccalaureate       2008-2009          
Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt):  The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The Psychology program is committed to producing students who possess a broad understanding of the discipline of psychology as it exists currently and as it has developed since its inception. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will exhibit a basic 
understanding of the tenets of social/ 
cultural psychology.  

1a. At least 65% of students completing the ACAT 
Psychology Exam will attain a final score at or above a 
300 on the Social-cultural sub-exam. 
 
1b. At least 80% of students will agree/strongly agree 
that they understand the basic tenets of social cultural 
psychology. 

1a. Only 33% of students reached the defined 
threshold.  The major problem that our students 
appear to have was a fear of standardized exams. 
 
1b. The results of Senior Exit Survey revealed that 
70% of students felt that they had a basic 
understanding of social cultural psychology. 

1a. To reduce student test apprehension, program 
faculty have decided to incorporate practice test 
sessions, using outdated versions of the ACAT. 
 
1b. To improve student performance, the Psychology 
program has added practice ACAT test sessions to the 
curriculums (see 1a. for more details). 

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
characteristics of exceptional children 
and methods for promoting their 
development. 

2a. At least 65% of students completing the program 
will complete an acceptable research project that 
exhibits the following characteristics; (a) functional 
knowledge of course of Attention Deficit Disorder 
(ADD), Autism, and Trisomy in children, (b) treatment 
options and medicine used for each disorder, (c) best 
practices to promote development (the papers will be 
graded by a panel of program faculty). 
 
2b. At least 80% of students completing the program 
will agree/strongly agree that they can identify the 
causes of Attention Deficit Disorder. 

2a. Only 55% of students prepared acceptable research 
projects.  The major problem most students 
experienced was a lack of understanding of Attention 
Deficit Disorder, Autism and Down Syndrome. 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. 100% of students indicated on the Senior Exit 
Survey that they can identify the causes of Attention 
Deficit Disorder. 

2a. To improve student performance, faculty added 
two units on Attention Deficit Disorder , Autism and 
Down Syndrome to PSYC 3043 and PSYC 3023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. See 2a. 
 
 

3. Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the rationale and 
conduct of psychological inquiry. 

3a. At least 70% of students will attain an acceptable 
score on the psychological inquiry assessment. 

3a. 76% of students reached criterion. 3a. To improve performance, the department 
continued to implement extra units on results and 
discussions at the beginning of the semester.  The 
department also continued to require all students to 
purchase APA manuals in addition to text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


