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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
ok 
Program Mission: The primary goal of the Political Science program is to provide students with a broad academic base within the disciplines and the opportunity for practical experiences related to the development of 
marketable skills. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of Geo-politics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1a. At least 80% of students will score at or above the 
national norm on the ACAT Political Science Major 
Field Exam.  (The section of this exam covers Geo-
politics). 
 
1b. At least 75% of students will agree/strongly agree 
that on the Student Academic Program Assessment 
Survey that they understand the basic elements of 
GEO-Politics. 

1a. Only three students took the exam and none of 
them attained scores at or above the national norm. 
 
 
 
1b. Two out of three students or 66% agreed/strongly 
agreed that they understand the basic elements of 
Geo-politics. 

1a. To improve performance, the department has 
launched a student tutorial program.  All low 
performing Students are urged to participate in the 
program. 
 
1b. To improve student performance, the department 
has established a series of tutorials.  All low 
performing students are urged to participate in the 
program. 

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
use Aristotle’s Political Theory in 
completing research. 

 

2a. At least 75% of students will attain a score of 75 or 
better on the senior research paper.  (All papers are 
graded using a five point rubric major concepts that 
must be highlighted in the paper included: (a) 
Koinonig, (b) Politeria, (c) Nomatheltes (d) Politics, (e) 
Hylopmorphic city, (f) Akuron.  
 
2b. All students will submit their senior research 
paper for consideration by the BPRB Colloquium and 
30% will be selected for presentation by the mute-
disciplinary panel of judges. 

2a. None of the 2008-2009 students attained a score of 
75. 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. None of the students’ paper were selected to the 
BPRB Colloquium Committee. 

2a. To improve performance, the department has 
added two new faculty members and it has conducted 
a thorough review of its current curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
2b. See 2a. 
 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
integrate cognitive approaches to 
political science in their research. 

3a. At least 75% of students will attain an average 
score of 75 or better on their portfolio during the 
senior year.  The portfolio is to be examined by 
departmental committee. 

3a. Only one student attained a score of 75 or better. 3a. To improve performance a faculty tutorial 
committee has been established.  In addition, the 
university has assigned each student in the program 
to a faculty mentor. 


