
Academic Assessment Sheet    Plant and Environmental Soil Sciences            2010-2011 

The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University 

System of Georgia, The Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.  The 

university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience and tradition. . . 

Program Purpose: The Plant and Environmental Soil Sciences curriculum prepares students for career opportunities in fields related to biotechnology, crops, environmental soil sciences, and horticulture.  The curriculum is 
designed to provide the foundation for students planning to enter the workforce, graduate, and professional schools. 
 
Student Learning Outcome 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Demonstrate mastery of content within 
plant biotechnology, crop science, 
environmental soil science and 
horticulture, respective of option. 

 
 
 
 
 

1a. Student completing the Sophomore Diagnostic 
Assessment must obtain a score of 70 or better. 
 

1a. During 2010-2011 academic year, 95% of students 
in SSCI 2804, 97% in PSCI 2803 and 98% in PSCI 1804 
scored 70 or higher in courses representing the Soph. 
Diagnostic Exam. During the 2010-2011 academic year, 
ten (10) students took and passed the senior exit exam 
with scores ranging from 85-97. 
 

1a. To increase performance, we have implemented 
programmatic changes, such as increase field trips, 
more hands-on laboratory exercises and writing 
assignments.   

2.   Demonstrate the ability to apply critical 
thinking skills in analyzing and 
evaluating the practice of science in 
formulating and investigating problems, 
hypothesis testing, and gathering, 
drawing inferences from data, and 
reporting conclusions and scientific 
study. 

 
 
 
 
 

2a. Students must utilize effectively, the scientific 
method in solving research problems.   At least 90% 
of students will complete an acceptable research 
project. 

2a. Students completing SSCI 4832, Research Methods, 
utilized the scientific method in solving research 
problems.  All students (10) selected a research 
problem, investigated the problem, set up the 
experiment, collected data, analyzed the data, and 
reported the findings either in class seminars or 
during regional, state or national conferences.  All 
students successfully demonstrated their ability to 
solve research problems. 

2a. While 100% of students completed acceptable 
projects, the rigor of the process is questionable.  To 
increase the rigor of the process, we have formed a 
review team composed of three faculty members.  
Each faculty member will grade the research projects.  
Each student must receive 2 out of 3 pass scores to 
pass this assignment. 

 


