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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The Plant and Environmental Soil Sciences curriculum prepares students for career opportunities in fields related to biotechnology, crops, environmental soil sciences, and horticulture.  The curriculum is 
designed to provide the foundation for students planning to enter graduate and professional schools. 
 
Program Objective 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Increase enrollment. 1a. Enroll at least thirty-five (35) students. 1a. In the Fall of 2007, forty-five (45) students were in 
the program. 

1a. To maintain current enrollment growth, program 
faculty have formed a recruitment retention task 
force. 

2. Improve student retention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2a. Retain at least twenty-five (25) students. 
 

2a. In the fall of 2007, 29 students returned. 
 

2a. To maintain retention levels, faculty are meeting 
with students monthly to identify performance 
problems that might impede long-term persistence. 

3.  Increase student graduation rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3a. Graduate at least four students in four years. 3a. Only two students graduated in four years or less. 
 

3a. To improve the number of students who graduate 
in four years or less, the department is holding 
monthly meetings with students who are juniors and 
seniors.  All students who exhibit performance 
problems are urged to attend sponsored tutorials. 

 


