
Academic Assessment Sheet:  Plant Science    Degree level: Baccalaureate    2007-2008      

Institutional Mission Statement: (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 

Program Mission: The Plant Science curriculum prepares students for career opportunities in fields related to biotechnology, crops, environmental soil sciences, and horticulture.  The curriculum is designed to provide the 
foundation for students planning to enter the workforce, graduate and professional schools. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1.  Students will exhibit an understanding 
of the different kind of nutrients found 
on a farm. 

 
 
 
 
 

1a. At least 80% of students taking the MFE will attain 
a rating of 70 or better. (This exam covers basic 
nutrient management and use). 
 
 
 
1b. At least 80% of students will attain a rating of 70 
or better from field supervision in the use of and 
handling procedures for miming nutrient loss around 
barn yards.  
 

1a. During 2007-2008 ten (10) students took the MFE 
exam, of this number, 80% earned acceptable ratings. 
However, many of the students who performed poorly 
had little understanding of plant hydration. 
 
 
1b. 100% of students reached the performance 
threshold. 
 
 

1a. To improve performance the department 
implemented programmatic changes in PSCI 3862, 
such as increasing assignments that focus on plant 
hydration.  The department also developed a student 
study group. 
 
1b. Although all students reached the defined level, 
there are questions about the validity.  As a result, the 
department adopted ACAT Agriculture Exam.  The first 
administration of the exam is scheduled to take place 
in the Fall of 2008.   

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
integrate fundamental design principles, 
common in plant science, into creative 
designs presentations. 

 
 
 
 
 

2a. At least 70% of students will complete an 
acceptable design research project that integrates 
design fundamentals, base plan measurements, and 
study of historic precedents in PSCI 3862.  The paper 
will be graded by an outside panel of judges. 

2a. Only 40% of students completed an acceptable 
paper.  Most students had design grammatical errors. 

2a. To improve performance, program faculty have 
increased the number of design and writing 
assignments in each class.  This formula calls for 1000 
level course to have two assignments. 2000 level 
course three assignments, 3000 level course four 
assignments.  All senior level courses now have four 
projects.  Students who fail to prepare acceptable 
projects in the senior year are prohibited from taking 
the final assessment until scores have reached 
targeted level. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
identify deciduous plants common to 
central Georgia. 

3a. At least 70% of students completing the Plant 
Science Exam will attain a score of “B” or better.  The 
exam has three main parts, identification of (a) 
deciduous plants, (b) perennials and (c) biannual 
native to Central Georgia. 
 
3b. At least 80% of students will agree/strongly agree 
that they have the ability to identify plants common in 
Central Georgia. 

3a. The results of the exam revealed that 68% of 
students earned final scores on the Plant Science 
Exam at or above the grade of “B”. 
 
 
 
3b. The results of survey indicated that 100% of 
students who took the survey (4) felt that they had the 
ability to identify plants common in Central Georgia. 

3a. To improve performance, the program has 
developed a pre-test review battery which all students 
are required to complete before taking the 
assessment. 
 
 
3b. See 3a. 

 


