
Academic Assessment Sheet: Ornamental Horticulture    Degree level: Baccalaureate   2007-2008      

Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt):  The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The Ornamental Horticulture curriculum prepares students for career opportunities in nurseries, greenhouse management, turf management, landscape business, teaching, industry and extension. The 
curriculum is also designed to provide the foundation for students planning to enter the workforce, graduate and professional programs. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of best practices in 
pest eradication. 
 
 
 
 

1a. At least 70% of students will earn acceptable 
scores on the pesticide section of the Horticulture 
Major Field exam. 
 
 
1b. All students are required to score a 70 or better on 
the Pesticide Licensing Exam. 

1a. During 2007-2008, 68% of students earned an 
acceptable rating on the pesticide section of the 
Horticulture Major Field exam. 
 
 
1b. The graduating student scored 90 on the Pesticide 
Licensing Exam. 
 

1a. To improve student performance, a joint tutorial 
program was established with faculty in Plant 
Sciences.  Students who performed poorly are 
encouraged to attend tutorials classes. 
 
1b. Since only one student graduated the department 
will not implement any changes at this time. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to identify of ornamental 
plants native to Central Georgia. 

2a. Students must pass course embedded assessments 
with a score minimum score of 70. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. At least 90% of students will indicate on the 
senior exit survey that they have the ability to identify 
ornamental plants native to Central Georgia. 

2a. During 2007-2008 one student enrolled in this 
course received a final score on the embedded 
assessments of 87. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. 100% of students indicated that they are able to 
identify ornamental plants common in Central Georgia. 

2a Although student performance was relatively high 
the program nonetheless implemented several minor 
program changes.  These included the addition of a 
comprehensive review session to course content.  
 
The program also developed a student program log.  
The log is designed to provide detailed analysis of 
programs content. 
 
2b. Since only one student participated in this 
assessment, the program not implement any changes 
at this time.  Instead, program faculties have 
developed a longitudinal database to compare student 
results overtime.  

3. Student will demonstrate an appropriate mastery of 
presentation graphics used in Ornamental 
Horticulture. 

3a. All students will successfully prepare a graphic 
presentation on landscape design of their choice 
related to ornamental horticulture that contains (a) a 
clear thesis; (b) hypothesis, (c) body and (d) 
conclusion; (e) appropriate use of design graphic; (f) 
plant placement, and (g) appropriate presentation of 
design ideas.   

3a. One student (100%) reached the defined 
performance level. 

3a. Since only one student graduated the department 
has not implement any changes at this time. 

 

 


