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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon 

fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State 

University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents of the 

University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal 

arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience and tradition.  

Program Purpose: The purpose of the Middle Grades Education Program is to prepare highly qualified, culturally sensitive, proficient 

educators who engage in reflective inquiry, critical thinking, and innovative practice and who bring students from diverse populations 

to high levels of achievement.   

The Program focuses on developing educators who have a unique understanding of and appreciation for the middle level learner. The 

FVSU middle level educator will be proficient in the seven standards of the National Middle School Association which  include an 

understanding of : young adolescent development; middle level philosophy and school organization; middle level curriculum and 

assessment; middle level teaching fields; middle level instruction and assessment; family and community involvement; and middle 

level professional roles. 

 

Student Learning Outcome Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

The Proficient Educator will 

demonstrate effective 

pedagogical skills by : 

having a repertoire of  

instructional strategies and 

supplementary  materials; 

providing clear directions and 

explanations to students;  

providing appropriate 

feedback to students. 

(These descriptors are found 

in Section 3 of the Teaching 

Performance Assessment 

 In 2010-2011, at least 80% of 

the completers will receive 

80% or better in 

a) having a repertoire of  

instructional strategies and 

supplementary  materials; 

b)providing clear directions 

and 

c) explanations to students;  

providing appropriate 

feedback to students 

 100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

 repertoire of  instructional 

strategies and 

supplementary  materials.  

100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

Providing clear directions. 

 and provided explanations 

for students having  

 acceptable ratings in the 

To maintain effectiveness the unit 

continued to use the data to tell us that 

the candidates are demonstrating 

effective pedagogical skills as assessed 

in the three areas. The ratings of the 

University Supervisors and 

Cooperating Teachers are highly 

correlated, indicating that the CTs are 

seeing this skill at times other than 

when the US is present.  

 

 



rubric.) 

 

areas indicate as submitted 

by the University 

Supervisor (US)and the 

Co-operating Teacher  

(CT)ratings. 

 

The Proficient Educator uses 

technology to enhance 

learning by:  

using technology to connect 

content  (video, power point, 

Smart board, etc.) and 

having middle level students 

use technology for research 

and presentations in content 

related projects. 

 

In 2010-2011 at least 80% of 

the completers will: 

a) use technology to connect 

content  (video, power point, 

Smart board, etc.) and 

b) have middle level students 

use technology for research 

and presentations in content 

related projects. 

 

 

87% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

the use technology to 

connect content (video, 

power point, Smart board. 

 

80% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

middle level students use 

technology for research 

and presentations in 

content related projects. 

To maintain effectiveness the unit 

continued to use the data to tell us that 

the candidates are demonstrating 

effective pedagogical skills as assessed 

in the three areas. The ratings of the 

University Supervisors and 

Cooperating Teachers are highly 

correlated, indicating that the CTs are 

seeing this skill at times other than 

when the US is present.  

 

The Proficient Educator 

evidences a caring disposition 

by: 

promoting and maintaining a 

caring, safe, positive, and 

active learning environment; 

demonstrating appropriate 

interaction and 

commanding respect; and  

providing  responses that are 

fair, consistent and 

appropriate.  

In 2010-2011, at least 80% of 

the completers will receive a 

score of 80% or better in: 

a) promoting and maintaining 

a caring, safe, positive, and 

active learning environment; 

b) demonstrating  appropriate 

interaction and commanding 

respect; and c) providing  

responses that are fair, 

consistent and appropriate.  

 

 

100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

promoting and maintaining 

a caring, safe, positive, and 

active learning 

environment 

 

 

100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

demonstrating appropriate 

To maintain effectiveness the unit 

continued to use the data to tell us that 

the candidates are demonstrating 

effective pedagogical skills as assessed 

in the three areas. The ratings of the 

University Supervisors and 

Cooperating Teachers are highly 

correlated, indicating that the CTs are 

seeing this skill at times other than 

when the US is present.  

 



interaction and 

commanding respect. 

 

100% of the completers 

received 80% or better in 

providing responses that 

are fair, consistent and 

appropriate. 

 

 


