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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The purpose of the Middle Grades Education Program is to prepare highly qualified, culturally sensitive, proficient educators who engage in reflective inquiry, critical thinking, and innovative practice and who 
bring students from diverse populations to high levels of achievement.  The Program focuses on developing educators who have a unique understanding of and appreciation for the middle level learner. The FVSU middle level 
educator will be proficient in the seven standards of the National Middle School Association which include an understanding of : young adolescent development; middle level philosophy and school organization; middle level 
curriculum and assessment; middle level teaching fields; middle level instruction and assessment; family and community involvement; and middle level professional roles. 
Program Objective 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Increase enrollment. 1a. Enroll at fifty students in the fall of 2008. 1. In the fall of 2008, we enrolled seventy-five 
students. 

1a. To maintain progress, the department has formed 
partnerships with the Peach, Houston and Jones 
County High Schools.  Special scholarship options 
have been proposed for students from these counties. 

2. Improve student retention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Retain at least forty-five students from the 2007 
cohort. 
 
 

2. In the fall of 2008, forty-nine students from the 
2007 returned.  However, many students continued to 
experience academic difficulty. 
 

2a. To continue improvement, the department has 
established tutorial programs for key courses.  The 
program also launched a GACE study skills program. 

3.  Increase student graduation rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Graduate at least one student. 3a. During the 2007 – 2008, no students graduated. 3a. Since establishing the program in 2006, growth 
has been constant.  However, at present only three 
students are on task to graduate in 2008.  We have 
established a monitoring program to ensure that 
theses students remain on target. 

 


