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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission:  The Mass Communication program strives to attract and train a diverse student population for successful careers in print media, public relations or broadcasting.  

Program Objective 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Increase enrollment. 1a. Enroll at least one hundred and eighty-one 
students in the fall of 2008. 

1a. In the fall of 2008, we enrolled one hundred and 
ninety students. 

1a. To maintain enrollment the department held 
meetings with the University Enrollment Management 
Committee and a new brochures have been designed.  
In addition a series of personalized letters have been 
prepared and e-mailed to students who have 
expressed interest in the program. 

2. Improve student retention. 
 
 

2a. Retain at least one hundred and thirty-eight 
students from the 2007 cohort. 
 
 

2a. In the fall of 2008, one hundred and forty students 
from the 2007 returned. 
 

2a. To improve retention the department has 
increased the size of the staff by hiring one additional 
faculty member.  This allows the program to expand 
its Tracking and Mentoring Program. 

 
3.  Increase student graduation rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3a. Graduate at least three students in four years or 
less. 
 
 
 
 
3b. Reduce the number of students who take longer 
than five years to graduate from approximately 50% of 
students to 40% of students. 

3a. During the 2007 – 2008 seven students graduated 
in four years or less 
 
 
 
 
3b. Eleven students or 61% of the students who 
graduated in 2007-2008 took longer than 5 years. The 
main problem for this delay was the ability of 
students to pay their tuition.  

3a. To continue growth, the program has established a 
student tracking/completion log.  All students are 
tracked annually to measure progress toward their 
degree.  All students who exhibit problems are 
selected for intervention and mentoring. 
 
3b. To reduce the length of time students need to 
complete degree programs. The program has met with 
the Office of Advancement to increase funding for 
student scholarships. At present four funding 
proposals have been mailed and are outstanding. 
 

 


