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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The Infant and Child Development program prepares students for graduate school and professional employment. Curriculum is planned to (1) contribute to the general education of students, and (2) provide for 
the personal development of students, including education for citizenship and family living.  
Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
describe the motor and affective 
development of neonates and infants. 

1a. At least 80% of students completing program will 
obtain a final score of 70 or better on the Senior Exit 
Exam.  (The main emphasis of this exam is the 
cognitive development of children ages 0-10). 
 
 
 
 
1b. At least 80% of students agree/strongly agree on 
the Senior Exit Survey that they can describe the 
motor and affective development of neonates and 
infants. 

1a. None of the students taking the assessment 
(2) achieved acceptable scores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1b. The results indicated that 100% of students 
(2 of 2) felt that they had the ability to 
describe the motor and affective development 
of neonates and infants. 

1a. To improve performance, faculty have developed a 
performance longitudinal database. This database is designed 
to measure questions in which students have problems.  After 
the second administration of the revised exam program 
faculty have developed a plan to use longitudinal data to 
implement programmatic change. 
 
1b. To improve performance, faculty have developed a 
performance longitudinal database. This database is designed 
to measure questions in which students have problems.  After 
the second administration of the revised exam program 
faculty have developed a plan to use longitudinal data to 
implement programmatic change. 

2. Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the cognitive 
development of children ages 1-3. 

 
 

2a. At least 80% of students will pass the Senior Exit 
Exam with a score of 70 or above.  (The main 
emphasis of this exam is the cognitive, motor, and 
affective development of children ages 0-10). 
 
 
 
 
2b. At least 80% of students will agree/strongly agree 
on the Senior Exit Survey that they can describe the 
cognition development of children ages 1-3. 

2a. None of the students taking the assessment 
(2) achieved acceptable scores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. The results of the survey revealed that 
100% of students felt that they had an 
understanding of the cognitive development of 
children ages 1-3. 

2a. To improve performance, faculty have developed a 
performance longitudinal database. This database is designed 
to measure questions in which students have problems.  After 
the second administration of the revised exam program 
faculty have developed a plan to use longitudinal data to 
implement programmatic change. 
 
2b. To improve performance, faculty have developed a 
performance longitudinal database. This database is designed 
to measure questions in which students have problems.  After 
the second administration of the revised exam program 
faculty have developed a plan to use longitudinal data to 
implement programmatic change. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
describe the impact of biological 
foundations on infant learning and 
development. 

3a. At least 80% of students will complete a final 
program thesis.  The paper has key elements that 
must be included (a) Genes environment and 
development; (b) evolutionary theory and pre 
determination of behavior; (c) effects of maternal care 
on gene expressions of humans; 

3a. 100% (18 students) of Infant and Child 
Development test takers passed this test with 
the requisite score. 

3a. Although 100% of students reached the predefined target 
level, many members in the department now question the 
rigor of the senior exit exam.  As a result a task force has 
been formed; investigation has revealed that many of the 
questions were developed for sophomore students.  New 
questions have been prepared and a new assessment tool has 
been prepared. 

           

 


