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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
 
Program Mission: The purpose of the Infant and Child Development program is to prepare students for rewarding careers in education and in the specialized programs that prepare children for the future. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1.  Student will exhibit a basic 
understanding of the social and 
emotional development of children 
during the first five years of life. 

 
 

1a. At least 60% of students will pass the content area 
section of the Sophomore/Junior Diagnostic exam 
with a final score of 70 or above.  (This exam places a 
heavy emphasis on the cognitive, social and emotional 
development of children).  
 
1b. At least 90% of students will indicate on the 
program exit survey that they understand the factors 
that impact the social development of children. 
 

1a. Results of the exam revealed that 66% of students 
(2) attained acceptable scores. 
 
 
 
 
1b. 100% of students indicated that they understood 
the factors that impacted the social development of 
children. 

1a. Due to persistent low enrollment in the Spring of 
2008, the University canceled the program.  All 
students were urged to transfer to the four-year 
program.  Students who needed assistance have been 
offered one-on-one tutorials. 
 
1b. Due to persistent low enrollment in the Spring of 
2008, the University canceled the program.  All 
students were urged to transfer to the four-year 
program.  Students who needed assistance have been 
offered one-on-one tutorials. 

2. Students completing the Infant and Child 
Development program will demonstrate 
the ability to analyze and synthesize 
information related to babies’ short and 
long-term memory. 

2a. At least 70% of program graduates will attain a 
final score at or above a 70 on the Sophomore/Junior 
Diagnostic Exam.  (This exam places a heavy emphasis 
on the cognitive, social and emotional development of 
children). 

2a. Three students (100%) received a passing score of 
70 or better on the content section of the 
Sophomore/Junior Diagnostic Exam.  However, 
several students only marginally passed critical 
thinking component of the exam. 

2a. To maintain performance, the department has 
revised course content in introductory courses to 
include additional modules focused on critical 
thinking/problem solving. 

3. Students will demonstrate basic 
understanding of the physical 
development of children ages 0-3 
(crawling, awareness of colors, spatial 
awareness). 

3a. All students will prepare an acceptable 
comprehensive paper that examines the physical 
development of children 0-3. The paper must include 
pertinent details about each aspect of this 
development.  Papers will be graded by a team of 
faculty using a three part rubric (grammar, content 
and key concepts). 
 
3b. At least 70% of students will indicate on the 
Student Exit Survey that they have a basic 
understanding of the physical development of children 
ages 0-3. 

3a. Two students (66%) successfully met this 
criterion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. 100% of students indicated that they had a basic 
understanding f the physical developments of children 
0-3. 

3a. To improve performance, low performing students 
were required to attend one-on-one tutorials offered 
by program faculty. 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. To improve performance, low performing students 
were required to attend one-on-one tutorials offered 
by program faculty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


