
Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members 
have undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as 
approved by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts 
foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience and tradition. . . 

Program Mission:  The FVSU History program is designed to give students a strong intellectual grounding while preparing them for graduate or professional school or careers in teaching, public service, or other 
vocations requiring a high level of communication skills and analytical abilities.  
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Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will demonstrate a clear understanding of 
Southern, U. S. History from 1865-1955. 

1a. 75% of students will score 75 or better on 
the program Exit Exam (which is focused on 
Post Reconstruction Southern U.S. History) 
 
1b.  At least 70% of students will indicate on 
the Graduating Senior survey that they have a 
clear understanding of Southern U.S. History. 
 

1a. In 2007-08 only 50% (4 of 8 students) 
scored 75 or higher on the first attempt at the 
test. 
 
1b. 72% of students indicated that they have a 
clear understanding of Southern U.S. History. 
 

1a. To improve performance, the Capstone course 
(HIST 4500) has been modified to provide more 
review of post Reconstruction Southern U.S. History.    
 
1b. See 1a. for change implemented as a result of this 
assessment. 

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how to 
apply historical method in completing research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2a. 75% of students will attain a final rating of 
“P” on their senior research paper. (This 
paper requires students to use (a) historical 
research, (b) deductive analysis and (c) 
quantitative reasoning.  Each item is weighted 
so that students cannot pass the assessment 
without showing proficiency in use and skill in 
conducting research. (Rating scales are P-
proficient and F-failing). 
 
2b. All students will submit their senior 
research paper for consideration by the BPRB 
Colloquium.  25% will be selected for 
presentation by the multi-disciplinary panel of 
judges. 

2a. In 2007-08 only 69.23% (9 of 13) students 
scored 75 on their first attempt on the senior 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. In 2007-08 two students’ 33% papers were 
selected for presentation by the BPRB 
Colloquium.  One paper took second place. 

2a. To improve the quality of student papers, 
students participated in a descriptive review session.  
This review highlighted errors and offered pointers 
for improving student research and writing skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. See 2a for use of assessment results. 

3.  Students will exhibit an understanding of Post 1865 
African-American History. 

3a. 70% of students will score 500 or better on 
ACAT Black History Segment. 

3a. Four students took the ACAT.  Two students 
50% scored above 600 on the African-American 
segment of the exam. 

3a. To improve performance all seniors are now 
required to attend review sessions before taking the 
major field exams workshop.  These sessions are 
hosted by department faculty at the start of each 
semester.  During these sessions students get 
refresher information on African-American, African 
and U. S. History.    

 



 


