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Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
critique a brief essay, pointing out 
grammatical spelling, and punctuation 
errors.  

1a. 100% of students will identify and correct 
grammatical, spelling and punctuation with proficiency 
level of 80 on the writing proficiency assessment. 
 
 
1b. At least 70% of graduating seniors will indicate on the 
senior survey that they have the ability to critique and 
edit a paper.  

1a. 52% of students received acceptable 
scores. 
 
 
 
 
1b. Data collected in the spring of 2008 
revealed that only 75% (3 out of 4) of 
students felt that they had the ability to 
critique and edit a paper.  

1a. To improve performance, the department has continued 
its program of introducing critical essay prompt rubrics 
and models in English 1101. New changes include the 
incorporation of mastery learning and structured peer 
tutorials. 
 
1b. To improve performance, the department has continued 
its program of introducing critical essay prompt rubrics 
and models in English 1101. New changes include the 
incorporation of mastery learning and structured peer 
tutorials. 

2. Demonstrate ability to write an article 
acceptable for publication.  

2a. At least 70% of students will earn ratings of 4 or 5 at 
the annual BPRB Colloquium. 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. At least 70% of seniors will prepare a paper that will 
be judged by a panel of faculty and one out-side expert as 
being acceptable for publication in a journal or popular 
magazine. 

2a. Only one student (33%) 1 out of 3 
earned an acceptable score. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2b. Review of data revealed that 100% of 
students received acceptable scores 

2a. To improve performance, program faculty have 
established a writer’s lab. Key works in American, English 
and Adolescent Literature are discussed in the lab weekly. 
In addition, the labs are structured to provide writing 
tutorials and tips for production of error free papers. All 
students are encouraged to attend the labs.  
 
2b. To improve performance, an information pack of 
“Good” papers was prepared and is now being distributed 
to students. 

3. Students will demonstrate familiarity with 
key works in Modern American Adolescent 
Literature, (i.e. Julia Alvarez, How Girls lost 
their Accents; Francesca Black, Witch Baby; 
Angela Johnson, Toning the Sweep; Gary 
Paulsen, The Crossing; and Theodore Taylor, 
Timothy of the Gay).  

3a. At least 80% of students taking the Senior Exit Exam 
will correctly identify the authors and significance of at 
least (25%) five out of the twenty Modern American 
Adolescent works and describe their significance. Each 
student must earn a final score on this assessment of 80% 
or better.  
 

3a. Four out of four (100%) took and 
earned acceptable scores.  

3a. To improve performance, program faculty have 
established a writer’s lab. Key works in American, English 
and Adolescent Literature are discussed in the lab weekly. 
In addition, the labs are structured to provide writing 
tutorials and tips for production of error free papers. All 
students are encouraged to attend the labs. 

4. Demonstrate knowledge of key works in 
English Literature (i.e. Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 
King Lear, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The 
Taming of the Shrew.   

4a. Senior Exit Exam consisting of two sections: Objective 
portion (multiple choice) and Essay portion. At least 70% 
of students taking the senior exam will earn a 120 on the 
ETS Major Field Tests: Literature in English, objective 
portion of the exam.  

4a. Three students took the exam 2 or 
(67%) earned acceptable scores.   

4a. To improve performance, program faculty have 
established a writer’s lab. Key works in American, English 
and Adolescent Literature are discussed in the lab weekly. 
In addition, the labs are structured to provide writing 
tutorials and tips for production of error free papers. All 
students are encouraged to attend the labs. 

Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 

Program Mission:  The English Department prepares students for careers and/or graduate study in English and other allied fields such as law, medicine and communication. Additionally, graduates are prepared for careers in 
publishing, public relations, government, business, industry and to teach in public schools.  


