
Program Mission: The Economics program trains students to think objectively and independently about a wide range of economic issues and problems, giving those insights that will serve them as individuals and 
citizens.  The program emphasizes the application of mathematics as well as the development of writing skills.  Consequently, the program prepares students for professional careers in industry, finance, government, 
law and teaching. 
 

Academic Assessment Sheet:   Economics    Degree level: Baccalaureate                     2008-2009         

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1a. Student will demonstrate an understanding of 
the land and capital principle of Economics.  

1a. At least 50% of students will attain a scaled score 
of 500 or better on the ACAT Economics Exam. (This 
exam includes detailed questions about land and 
capital principles). 
 
1b.  At least 80% of students will achieve a passing 
score with 70% or higher on the Departmental Exit 
Exam 

1a. 50% (2 out of 4) percent of the Economics 
students scored 500 or better on the economics 
portion of the ACAT with an average score of 
470. 
 
1b. Results indicated that only 66% of 
Economics students were able to pass the 
Departmental exit exam on the first attempt. 
 

1a. To improve performance, the department has 
developed an independent study skills lab.  All low 
performing students are required to attend the 
sessions. 
 
1b. To improve student performance, curricular 
changes were implemented in ECON 2105 and ECON 
2106 with the addition of more subject material on 
various economics topics.  
 

2a.   Students will demonstrate the ability to 
identify the cost and benefits of a Global economy 
on the people of Georgia. 
 
 
 

2a. At least 80% of student will attain a scale score of 
500 or better on the.  ACAT Economics Exam. (This 
exam includes detailed information about costs and 
benefits at a Global economy). 

2a. 50% (2 out of 4) students attained scores at 
or above requisite threshold. 
 
 
 

2a. To improve performance the department has 
implemented curricular changes in ECON 4103 
(international Economics) to include global politics 
and global socio-economics, International Monetary 
System, and the new world economy).  

3a. Students will demonstrate their ability to use 
statistical software such as SPSS to prepare 
research papers. 
 

3a. At least 80% of the students will attain a score at 
or above 70 on the senior research project.  The 
project requires students to use SPSS to perform: (a) 
Crosstab; (b) T-test and regression 

3a. All students completed a project, which 
required them to use crosstabs, T-test and 
regression.  .  However, only 25% (1 out of 4) 
of the students were able to successfully use 
all three components or SPSS. 
 
 

3a To improve performance, the department has 
incorporated SPSS into ECON 3303, 4103, and ECON 
4163.  All students are required to master specific 
SPSS functions as a graded component of each class.  
For example, in ECON 3303, students are required to 
master the cross tab function as a part of the final 
exam. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt):  The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have 

undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved 

by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as 

reflective of over 110 years of experience and tradition. . . 


