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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
 
Program Mission: The Department of Biology has a two-fold mission.  It aims to enrich the lives of all students taking biology by making them aware of biological phenomena occurring within themselves and in their 
environment.  The department also prepares Biology majors to successfully apply and complete programs of study in professional school or graduate schools or to enter the job market. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1.  Students will demonstrate the ability to 
compare the characteristics and processes 
of plant and animal cells. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1a. At least 70% of students taking the 
Sophomore/Junior Diagnostic Exam will achieve a 
score of 50 or better (the exam is related to plant and 
animal cells).  
 
1b. At least 80% of students taking the ACAT Biology 
exam will earn a final score at or above the national 
norm (on the sub-test related to plant and animal 
cells). 

1a. Twelve students took the exam the average score 
was 48. 
 
 
 
1b. Only 34% of students earned acceptable scores. 

1a. In response to low performance the department 
has continued to refine the entry level Biology classes. 
 
 
 
1b. The department has met to review test data.  
However, since this is the first administration of the 
exam, the department has decided to conduct an 
integrated review session for all students scheduled to 
take the ACAT Biology exam. 

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
compare the structure of primary tissues 
in plants and animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2a. At least 70% of students will achieve a final score 
at/or above the national norm the ACAT Biology exam 
(plant and animal tissue sub-test). 
 
 
2b. At least 50% of students who take the MCAT will 
attain a final score of six or better on the Biological 
Sciences section. (This section of the exam contains 
questions specifically related to animal and plant 
tissue). 

2a. Only 41% of students attained an acceptable score 
on this section of the exam. 
 
 
 
2b. 34% of students who took the exam attained the 
requisite score. 

2a. In response to low student performance, the 
department has continued its efforts to refine the 
curriculum.  The department has also launched a 
skills development program. 
 
2b. To improve performance, program faculty 
incorporated curriculum changes in BIOL 4221 and 
BIOL 4222. Changes were made in course content and 
delivery mode. 

3. Students will exhibit an understanding of 
photosynthesis and its impact on 
perennial plants common in Central 
Georgia. 

3a. At least 70% of students will earn a final score at 
or above the national norm on the ACAT Biology Exam. 
(Section three of the exam covers photosynthesis). 

3a. 25% of students (3 of 12) received acceptable 
scores. 
 

3a. To improve performance all students regardless of 
previous performance are required to attend peer 
tutoring programs.  This has been incorporated into 
class participation grades to ensure attendance. 

 


