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Institutional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken 
collectively.  As an institution of the University System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State Universities as approved by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia.  The University’s primary commitments include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 years of experience 
and tradition. . . 
Program Mission: The mission of the program is to produce academically accomplished students in animal science and product technology, and to expand the number of students pursuing graduate and professional degrees and 
careers in the field. 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
small animal physiology. 

1a. At least 70% of Animal Science majors will attain a 
score of 70 or better on the senior exit exam.  (This 
exam has a major component which covers animal 
physiology). 

1a. During 2007-2008, 66% (2) of students attained 
requisite scores. 

1a. To improve student performance program faculty 
established a one-on-one tutorial program for 
students.  Students experiencing difficulty 
understanding animal physiology are now referred to 
faculty tutorial leaders and schedules are developed 
for tutorial sessions. 

2. Students will acquire the basic laboratory skills 
(i.e. handling and restraint of animals, sexing, 
injections, and blood collection) used in animal 
nutrition.  
 

2a. At least 70% of Animal Science majors will attain a 
final rating of superior on course embedded 
assessment measures in ANSC 3873, 3883 related to 
animal nutrition.  (Rubric rating measures are U-
unacceptable, P-poor, A-average, and S-superior). 

 
 
2b. At least 60% of graduating seniors will indicate on 
the senior exit survey that they have an understanding 
of animal nutrition. 
 

2a. During 2007-2008, 66% of students attained 
superiors on the course embedded assessment 
measures.     
 
 
 
 
2b. Data collected revealed that two students (66%) 
felt that they had an understanding of animal 
nutrition. 
 

2a. To improve performance, the programs developed 
a program specific profile for low performing 
students.  Program faculty uses the profile to develop 
student specific assignments and learning programs 
for each low performing student. 
 
2b. See 2a. for description of change.   
2a. To improve performance, the programs developed 
a program specific profile for low performing 
students.  Program faculty uses the profile to develop 
student specific assignments and learning programs 
for each low performing student. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to speak 
proficiently and recognize at least six major breeds of 
beef, sheep and swine along with giving one 
characteristic of that breed. 

3a. At least 70% of students completing the Senior 
Animal Identification exam will attain a final rating of 
“P” in all areas of animal identification.  (Rubric 
rating measures are U-unacceptable and P-passing). 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. At least 80% of graduating seniors will indicate on 
the senior exit survey that they have the ability to 
identify and distinguish between different breeds of 
cattle and swine common in Central Georgia. 
 

3a. 100% of the students (3) received acceptable 
scores on this assessment.  However, many faculty 
question the rigor of this assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. A review of the Senior Exit Survey revealed that 
100% of students agreed/strongly agreed that they 
had the ability to identify and distinguish between 
different breeds of cattle and swine common in Central 
Georgia. 

3a. To improve the rigor of the exam program faculty 
formed a review board. The Review Board consists of 
two program faculty and one faculty member from 
Agriculture Economics.  The committee has designed a 
new rubric that requires all students to provide more 
descriptive characteristics about each breed, such as 
gestation, diseases, nutrition and wellness.  
 
3b. Although all students responded that they had the 
ability to identify swine and cattle common in Central 
Georgia most had difficulty and barley passed this 
assessment as a result, the program has incorporated 
a swine, poultry, cattle and sheep identification 
component into ANSC 3873. 

 


