
Programmatic Assessment Sheet     Graduate Studies                                                                                                                 2011-2012 

Intuitional Mission Statement (Excerpt): The mission of The Fort Valley State University is to advance the cause of education with 

emphasis upon fulfilling commitments that our community members have undertaken collectively.  As an institution of the University 

System of Georgia, Fort Valley State University naturally embraces the principles articulated by the Core Mission Statement for State 

Universities as approved by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.  The university’s primary commitments 

include, among others, enhancement of teacher training programs grounded upon a liberal arts foundation, as reflective of over 110 

years of experience and tradition. . . 

 

Program Purpose: The Graduate Program at Fort Valley State University prepares professionals who are lifelong learners with the 

maturation and preparation to update their knowledge and skills by means of ongoing inquiry. 

 

Intended Outcome  Assessment Criteria Assessment Results Use of Results 

1. Enhance student research 

ability 

1a. Administer a mini-

workshop on intellectual 

property in Graduate Studies 

Orientation. In addition, at least 

75% of these students will 

indicate on the graduate 

program survey that these 

workshops enhanced their 

ability to conduct and write 

about research. 

 

 

1b. Develop and implement in 

conjunction with the library a 

research skills unit. At least 

80% of students completing the 

[2010-2011: 1a. Workshop 

provided. 100% of graduate 

students completed a 

significant research paper. 3 

students took the graduate 

program survey. 67% said they 

were very much or somewhat 

positively affected by what 

they learned in the workshop 

when they did their research 

papers. 33% skipped the 

question.  

 

1b. Library research skills unit 

was included in the course.  

The survey was not modified to 

contain a correlated question. 

To improve performance the 

unit continued to administer 

mini-workshop on intellectual 

property in Graduate Studies 

Orientation. The emphasis on 

intellectual property is 

continuing, and faculty will be 

asked to report the results on 

turnitin.com usage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1b. To improve performance 

the unit continued to administer 

an assessment or self-



class will indicate on the end of 

the course questionnaire that 

the class has improved their 

ability to conduct research 

specific to their major. 

There was not enough 

information to yield a result 

Assessment added to the library 

module. 

2. Improve graduation rates 2. As a result of the 

development of a graduation 

performance progress matrix, 

the graduation rate of students 

in the graduate degree 

programs will increase by 2% 

over the rate in 2010-2011 for 

each degree program 

2. [2010-2012 graduation rate 

is still being analyzed as of 

7.03.12. Students enter at 

different times of the year and 

take different numbers of 

credits, which makes this 

difficult.] 

2. The elimination of the 

provisional and “fast-track” 

categories is expected to result 

in fewer drop outs in the 

students’ beginning term, thus 

increasing graduation rates and 

retention. A formula for 

reporting retention is needed. 

3. Improve the writing skills of 

graduate students 

3a. Develop, adopt a writing 

skills pre-test followed by 

training and assessment. 

3b. Establish a writing skills 

tutoring protocol. 

3a. Continue to administer a 

writing skills assessment. As a 

result of these efforts at least 

80% of entering students will 

obtain a final score on the 

assessment at or above the level 

of proficient (rating levels on 

the rubric include U-

unacceptable, S- proficient, S-

satisfactory. The rubric covers 

grammar, punctuation, sentence 

structure and content. 

 

3a. [2010-2011:  3a. Scores 

were received for 61 students. 

48 (80%)scored S or 

satisfactory, 11 scored S- 

acceptable, 0 scored U+ or just 

below satisfactory, 2 scored U 

or unsatisfactory.  

 

 

 

 

 

3a.To maintain effectiveness 

continued to administer the 

writing skills assessment. 

Biotechnology has combined 

courses to create a writing 

intensive course at the 

beginning of the program. The 

graduate orientation course will 

be redesigned with additional 

writing responses to provide 

more effective feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3b. Increase use of 

Turnitin.com by graduate 

faculty for written assignments, 

research papers/reports and 

thesis. At least 50% of students 

who submit papers through 

Turnitin.com and receive 

feedback regarding their ability 

to avoid plagiarism will express 

satisfaction that this tool 

improved thei4r ability to write 

research papers and theses... 

3b. According to the graduate 

program survey, 66% of the 

students surveyed were very 

much or somewhat positively 

affected in their research 

writing by what they learned 

from turnitin.com. 

3b. To maintain effectiveness 

the unit continued to use 

Turnitin.com. Instructors were 

asked to learn from the Hunt 

Library what additional support 

in terms of writing 

improvement can be gained 

from turnitin.com. 

 

 


