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The Inaugural Recipients of the President’s Research Mini Grant

Front from left: Dr. Nirmal Joshee, Dr. B. Keith Murphy, Juone Brown-Johnson, Dr. Larry Rivers, Dr. Gnana Viji,
Dr. Edward Demenchonok, Dr. Dothel Edwards; Standing:Denise Eady, Arletha Williams, Dr. Daniel Wims,
Arthur Henderson, Dr. Melody Carter, Aythea Jackson, Dr. Dawn Heard-Clark; Not shown: Oreta Samples and
Jerry Haywood

In the 2007 fall issue of The Quest, a call for Request for Proposals for the President’s Research Mini-
Grant Opportunity was announced. The Division of External Affairs’ Sponsored Programs has
collaborated with the offices of the President, Academic Affairs, and Business and Finance to

establish the inaugural program of the President’s Research Mini-Grant Initiative.

The purpose of this initiative is to provide every faculty member at Fort Valley State University the
opportunity to enhance academic credentials that will contribute to their ability to secure tenure or
otherwise to advance the university's scholarly mission.

December 2007 all proposals were reviewed and awards were made to the recipients. The table below
represents the faculty members and the title of their research.

Congratulations to the 2008 recipients!Congratulations to the 2008 recipients!
Juone Brown Johnson: Develop an Online Degree Program

Dr. Edward Demenchonok: Human Rights & International Law in a Culturally Diverse World

Dr. Dothel Edwards/Jerry Haywood: Disability Awareness

Dr. Dawn Herd-Clark: Scholarly Research on Female Athletes

Dr. Nirmal Joshee: Develop Micro Propagation of Potential Bio-energy Tree

Dr. B. Keith Murphy: Scholarly Presentation Oxford University

Oreta Samples/Dr. George McCommon: Develop Mobile Workshops & Mini Wet Laboratories

Dr. Gnana Viji: Genetic Studies on Red-Fleshed Peach to Enhance Pphytonutrient ContentR
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When speaking about veterinary technology, there is no one more passionate than Drs. Kashmiri
Arora and Bipal Biswas. The co-principle investigators of Strengthening Veterinary Technology
Instruction by Procuring State of the Art Equipment for the United States Department of

Agriculture. Dr. Biswas speaks with such passion and enthusiasm as he visualizes all the things that can
be accomplished with the additional equipment.

Dr. Biswas states that this will be a “life changing experience for many students!” Students will learn
how to do research on state of the art equipment in preparation for graduate school and those in pursuit
of terminal degrees.

The research in animal science conducted in the veterinary science area at Fort Valley State University is
the same type of research taking place at medical schools.

Dr. Frank Lochner, head of veterinary science is in complete agreement with the works of Drs. Arora
and Biswas.
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...continuedA Principle Investigator’s Profile

From left: Drs. Kismere Arora, Frank Lochner, and Bipal Biswas
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Don’t let the funding opportunities pass you by!

MEMORANDUM 

TO: FVSU Grant Writing Community

FROM: Daniel K. Wims, Ph.D.

Executive Vice President and

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Melody L. Carter, Ph.D.

Vice President for External Affairs and

Executive Director for the FVSU Foundation, Inc.

DATE: March 28, 2008

RE: Proposal Submission Policy 

Please be advised that all properly processed proposals are routed to the Office of Sponsored

Programs (OSP) located in the Bywaters Building, lower level, room 7. To best assist members of

the FVSU grant writing community, completed proposals should be submitted to the Office of

Sponsored Programs at least five(5) working days prior to the submission deadline. This process

ensures that the OSP staff has time to review the proposal’s content/context, budgets, and ensure

compliance. All properly processed proposals are routed to the Vice President for External Affairs,

the Executive Vice President and Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Vice President for

Business & Finance, and finally the President for review, revisions (where applicable) and ultimately

approval for submission. Any proposal submitted on behalf of Fort Valley State University without

proper authorization is deemed unofficial. All are encouraged to review the Fort Valley State

University Office of Sponsored Programs Standard Operating Procedures Manual located online

at:http://www.fvsu.edu/downloads/ProceduralManual.pdf.

Do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Arletha M. Williams, assistant vice president for external affairs and

director of sponsored programs at (478) 825-6397 if additional clarification is required.

xc: Dr. Larry E. Rivers, President

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Vice President for Business and Finance

    



The office of the pre-awards coordinator serves as a catalyst
for development and implementation of innovative ideas,
generates enhancements to existing grantsmanship policies
and practices, interprets/communicates research policies
and related issues, conducts training and ensures that timely
notifications of funding opportunities are made available for
university personnel.

The office also provides limited grantsmanship support to
community and faith-based organizations that are aligned
with various university initiatives.

Its evolving role is to anticipate change and develop
strategies to assist the administration, faculty and staff with
retaining or improving productivity while adapting to a new
research and contracting culture.

WHAT WE DO...
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The Office of Sponsored Programs Introduces its Newest Team Member

The Office of Sponsored Programs is pleased
to introduce its newest team member,
Aythea L. Jackson, to serve as pre-awards

coordinator. She will research and write
grant proposals and assist the Fort Valley
State Family to secure resources for
scholarly research and other university
activities.

“I believe in taking advantage of
challenging opportunities and offering
rewarding experiences to others,” says
Jackson. “I accepted the position of pre-
awards coordinator to become a part of
Fort Valley State University’s innovative
direction. I would like the mission of
OSP to be a service-oriented office
prepared to assist in the steps necessary to secure and
administer external funding. I appreciate the
opportunity on Team OSP and look forward to

working with the various levels of faculty and staff to
pursue the overall mission of the FVSU education,
while enhancing personal and intellectual growth.”

Jackson’s professional experience
includes information research and
dissemination, accounting procedures
and budget preparation, writing and
implementation of contracts and
organizational policy development. She
believes that her previous experience
has prepared her for the current

position at FVSU.
The pre-awards coordinator is a

Mercer University Dean’s List
graduate, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in computer

information technology and a minor in business
administration and holds a variation of professional
certifications.

“I believe in...
offering rewarding

experiences to
others. ”

QUESTIONS? CONTACT:
PEACH COUNTY:
Received 65 Grants in the amount of $1.5 Million

COPYRIGHT NOTICE:
All information in Foundation
Search is protected by copyright
under Canadian copyright laws,
international conventions and
other copyright laws. Any
reproduction, modifications,
publications, transmission,
transfer, sale, distribution,
display or exploitation of the
information in any form or by
any means, or any storage of
the information in a retrieval
system whether in whole or in
part without the express written
permission of Metasoft is
prohibited.

The Office of Sponsored Programs is excited to announce the procurement
of Metasoft Foundation Search software. This is exciting, as it allows
prospect research available from foundations, corporations and U.S. federal
programs.

The information available includes, but not limited to, identifying key
funding prospects by foundation name, employer identification number, city,
state, zip, asset range, giving interest, types of support, national and
international funding.

The OSP expects that with access to this invaluable tool, faculty staff can
increase their funding opportunities two-fold. The information is web-based
and updated based on 990’s submitted to the IRS. The OSP staff will be glad
to assist you in scheduling a time for your search introduction and
orientation to this great new software.

Please contact Aythea Jackson, pre-awards coordinator, by phone at (478)
822-1063 or via email at jacksona@fvsu.edu to schedule your prospect
search appointment.

Researching Made Easier...The Metasoft Way
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Don’t let the funding opportunities pass you by!

MEMORANDUM 

TO: FVSU Grant Writing Community

FROM: Daniel K. Wims, Ph.D.

Executive Vice President and

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Melody L. Carter, Ph.D.

Vice President for External Affairs and

Executive Director for the FVSU Foundation, Inc.

DATE: March 28, 2008

RE: Proposal Submission Policy 

Please be advised that all properly processed proposals are routed to the Office of Sponsored

Programs (OSP) located in the Bywaters Building, lower level, room 7. To best assist members of

the FVSU grant writing community, completed proposals should be submitted to the Office of

Sponsored Programs at least five(5) working days prior to the submission deadline. This process

ensures that the OSP staff has time to review the proposal’s content/context, budgets, and ensure

compliance. All properly processed proposals are routed to the Vice President for External Affairs,

the Executive Vice President and Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Vice President for

Business & Finance, and finally the President for review, revisions (where applicable) and ultimately

approval for submission. Any proposal submitted on behalf of Fort Valley State University without

proper authorization is deemed unofficial. All are encouraged to review the Fort Valley State

University Office of Sponsored Programs Standard Operating Procedures Manual located online

at:http://www.fvsu.edu/downloads/ProceduralManual.pdf.

Do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Arletha M. Williams, assistant vice president for external affairs and

director of sponsored programs at (478) 825-6397 if additional clarification is required.

xc: Dr. Larry E. Rivers, President

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Vice President for Business and Finance
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From left: Drs. Kismere Arora, Frank Lochner, and Bipal Biswas
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